
Strathmore School 

15.09.23 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Elm for responding well to his new class group. 

Miruna for making improvements during bikes and balancing with both legs off the ground. 

Mariam for helping her friends and getting them a glass of water when they were thirsty! 

Freddie for being amazing coping with a change in his timetable. 

 

DIARY DATES  

Wed 20th Sept 2023 RUILS Healthcare Workshop, 10.30am-

12.30pm—see Page 11 

Fri 22nd Sept 2023 Jeans For Jeans Day—see Page 15 

Fri 29th Sept 2023 Strathmore INSET Day (all campuses CLOSED to 

pupils) - see Page 3 

Tues 10th Oct 2023 Family Coffee Morning, Fox & Duck, Richmond, 

9.15-10.15am—see Page 5 

Thu 12th Oct 2023 Post-16 Family Info Session, Etna Centre, St Mar-

garets, 10-12noon—see Page 10 

 Univ of Surrey, Survey—see Page 7 

 Kew Gardens for £1 (on Universal or Pension 

Credit) - see Pages 16 & 17 

Term Dates 2023-2024 See Page 21 
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• Lawrence for using his words during snack time. 

• Luca for gaining confidence at school. 

• Safa for  expressing and naming emotions during table time. 

• Gracie for sorting shapes into their correct pile to match them. 

• David for transitioning smoothly to the pool at Grey Court campus. 

• Riyashni for following instructions and making good choices in “Fun With Food”. 

• Ibs for identifying numbers to 20 in a game. 

• Liam for beginning to use his new locker. 

• Anala for making progress in her Maths target adding and subtracting big numbers using 

new resources. 

• Max for kicking balls during playtime. 

• Dennis for participating actively in Capella’s Maths session. 

• Oliver for working very hard on making 4 sets in Maths with a new member of Mira staff. 

• James for using his PEC book to request what he would like in his new class with verbal 

and gestural support.  

• Ethan for being really helpful in class and tidying up other people’s mess without being 

asked to do so! 

• Nadia for transitioning into her new school and class really well and having a fantastic 

week with everyone! 

• Aduke for integrating into her new class smoothly and having a better focus on her work. 

• Sophia for settling into her new class and environment and showing more happy 

emotions. 

• Aleena for making excellent progress with her 5 x and 10 x tables. 

• Tristan for being helpful and also accepting help. 

• Paulo for maintaining eye contact and engaging in interactions with a new adult. 

• Ida for using her iPad to request more with adult modelling. 

• Harry for playing beautifully in the soft play area with a new adult. 

• Anaiyah for using the toilet independently. 

• Luqman for trying new and different foods. 

Head Teacher’s Awards 

PLAY AWARDS 

• Elijah for his enthusiastic initiative participating in many of our activities such as 

circuit, basketball and sensory trays. 

• Ibs for his enthusiastic initiative participating in many of our activities such as bas-

ketball and movement circuits. 

• Oliver for being eager to help tidying up the resources at the end of playtime, 

even taking the lead of the operations two times. Thank you for your help, Oliver. 

• Joshua for exploring different areas of the playground. 



Head Teacher’s Message 

Dear Parent and Carers, 

This week has been fast and furious, and the children and young adults are back in school and doing 

well.  It is great to have everyone back and I know it seems like the summer holidays are long gone now.  

We are very excited about this academic year,  supporting your children to progress and for them to 

have lots of fun in their learning. 

On Wednesday, Thames Water had significant problems at their pumping stations, and this had a region-

al impact on many schools including us.  2 of our campuses had to be closed at short notice and we 

thank you for responding to our emergency school closure.  Fingers crossed this will not happen again.   

Please make sure that you have updated admin on any new emergency contacts so we have the cor-

rect names and numbers of those we call, if you are not available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strathmore is taking part in Jeans for Genes Day next Friday 22nd September – see item later on in the 

newsletter (Page 13).  If your child wants to wear jeans that is great but don’t worry if they want to wear 

their normal uniform.  Donations not necessary. 

Watch out for our new updated Family Newsletter…..we are going to be introducing a new style for our 

newsletter that our admin team is leading on.  It will hopefully be easier to access on tablets and phones.  

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: School is closed to pupils on Friday 29th September 2023 

Have a lovely weekend. 

With best wishes, 

 

 

 

Sarah Hurtado 

Headteacher 



 

  Makaton Phrase of the Week 

18.09.23 





We are delighted to share the news that Strathmore School has recently been 

awarded the ‘Leading Parent Partnership Award’ co-ordinated by our family 

worker Natalie Arciero. 

This award recognises the commitment that strong parental engagement is at 

the heart of Strathmore school and our support for parents and our local com-

munity is clearly demonstrated. We have shown that the efforts of our parents, 

actively participating in their children's education and fostering a strong part-

nership between home and school leads to improved learner outcomes. Ef-

fective communication is embedded in our school culture and enables us to 

always understand our learners and families needs.  

 

This award recognises that at the heart of Strathmore school is a strong sense 

of community and we have parents that are invested in the school’s success. 

We have developed a nurturing environment for parent on parent support 

and encourage a positive school culture where collaboration and coopera-

tion between parents, teachers, and administrators thrive.  

We have a vibrant and inclusive school community and achieving this award 

helps us showcase our successful parent engagement initiatives. We are 

proud to celebrate and promote our parent and carers involvement at Strath-

more School and we are proud to have achieved this award. 

Best Wishes 

Strathmore School 

Some stand out comments from our assessment day included: 

- The school has a well embedded successful parent partnership model, but 

continues to be reflective, consistently, and regularly evaluating current sys-

tems. 

- There is a strong ethos of family participation in school life, existing parents 

welcome new parents – one parent said “We have a beautiful community.” 

- The school is leading the way in the local community, acting as a specialist 

hub for non-Strathmore parents and other professionals to attend coffee 

mornings and workshops. 
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Strategies 

 

At Strathmore we use a range of strategies to support learners.  
In the table above is a range of short videos made by Strathmore staff, 

these are to support parents and new staff to understand the strategies we 

use.  

 

For more information on specific strategies that your child uses please 

contact your class email. Thank you, Strathmore Communication Team. 

Strategy  YouTube Link  

Aided Language Displays 

(ALD’s)  

https://youtu.be/edjfQc-EBwQ   

Attention Autism Stages 1 and 2   https://youtu.be/sA85ebPOaA8   

Attention Autism Stages 3 and 4  https://youtu.be/1_bOeeywPLo   

Colourful Semantics   https://youtu.be/ArzsqnKCEdo   

Core Aided Language Displays 

(ALD’s)  

https://youtu.be/faEt66iYItI   

High Tech AAC (Augmentative 

Alternative Communication)  

https://youtu.be/sRZgJTRvRLM   

Makaton  https://youtu.be/Xv_ZIM69yNc   

PECS Phases 1 and 2   https://youtu.be/m_ImvNMT37s   

PECS Phase 3   https://youtu.be/IkLBrT2xghg   

PECS Phases 4, 5 and 6  https://youtu.be/4sDdYeK6p4A   

Task Planners  https://youtu.be/oPIkLoWrPb4   

TEACCH Workstations  https://youtu.be/Bdsr-WBiNAg   

Timetables   https://youtu.be/YEJAfQ1Wt08   

What’s in the bag?  https://youtu.be/_Set9MA4TdI   





To see what support is available to help with the cost of living and 

find out how to save money with energy saving tips, click on this 

link; 

 

Help for Households - Get government cost of living support  

https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/?utm_campaign=H4H_UK&utm_medium=Search&utm_source=Bing&utm_content=Generic&gclid=f878029611901fda6a2a612b2d7ea550&gclsrc=3p.ds&


On Friday 22nd September, Strathmore School will be taking part in 

‘Jeans For Genes Day’ in order to raise awareness of the daily challenges 

faced by those living with a genetic condition.  

 

Learners and staff are encouraged to wear jeans to school to promote 

this message and there will be a feature on the event during celebration 

assembly. Participation is optional and there is no expectation for any 

learner or member of staff to wear jeans if they do not wish to.  

 

Best regards 

 

Strathmore Wellbeing Team 

 

https://www.jeansforgenes.org/ 

 







 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

You may have seen recent media coverage regarding Rein-

forced Autoclaved Aerated Concrete (RAAC) and its use in edu-

cational settings. 

 

RAAC is a lightweight form of concrete; because it is weaker than 

regular concrete, concerns have been raised about its long-term 

durability. 

 

We wanted to inform you that we are not affected by this deci-

sion as we do not have RAAC in any of the Trust school buildings. 

 

I hope that this reassures you. 

 

Thank you. 

 

With best wishes,  

 

 

 

Sarah Hurtado 

Headteacher 



 

 Nappies Re uest  

Calling all parents/carers. If 

you have any nappies at 

home that your child has 

grown out of or no longer 

needs, please could you 

send into your child’s 

campus? This would 

support many of our 

families. 

Thank you! 

SWIMWEAR REQUEST! 

 

If any parents have some swim-

wear their child no longer uses, 

please can you donate them, for 

us to occasionally use as spares? 



USEFUL LINKS 

1 Intimate Care Policy :   

https://www.strathmore.richmond.sch.uk/page/?

title=Useful+Links&pid=31  

(please scroll to the bottom of the web page) 

 

2 SEND Parent Champions : 

https://www.strathmore.richmond.sch.uk/page/?

title=AfC+Parent+Champions&pid=282  

 

3 Clubs and Activities Directory :  

https://www.strathmore.richmond.sch.uk/page/?

title=Clubs&pid=24 

 

 

4   Autism Understood :  

https://autismunderstood.co.uk/ 
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