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Always choose gestalts based on your GLPs current language
(following your “detective work®). When you are naturally
speaking throughout the day, any language modeled to a

child in Stage | will be processed as a gestalt. Try using
language that can easily be mitigated by your GLP when
they enter into Stage 2 as you make observations, comment,
and narrate throughout your day.
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Tips for Parents and Caregivers:

Don't try to ignore or extinguish the script (gestalt). Echolalia communicates!

Acknowledge the script and recognize it as communication. Smile, nod your
head and repeat it back to them. Do this even if you can't understand it or it
has been labeled as "jargon.”

Do the detective work. Try to figure out what their scripts mean. Model
language with your interpretation of what the child is saying.

Try to eliminate questioning as a form of connection and interaction.
Comment, narrate and pause. Most GLPs are not prepared to answer
questions until they are self-generating language (Stages 3-4+).

Most gestalts cannot be taken literally. At times a child may acquire a gestalt
from their natural environment that reflects exactly what they want to say.
However, other gestalts from the environment or perhaps from media, cannot
be taken literally. Find the meaning behind the script. Most are linked to a
dramatic or emotional experience for your child that made that script "stick."

Follow your child's lead. Play what they want to play and model language
naturally along the way!

(Blanc, 2012)



Bilingual GLP

Research on bilingualism and general language
development shows that...

* Parents should speak to their child in a way that is comfortable to them
(completely in their native language or a mix).

» Bilingualism does nof have a negative effect on language development.

+ Children with language delays or disorders can learn a second language.

When working with a bilingual gestalt language processor...
» Gestalts (scripts) often occur in both languages.

+ Speech-language pathologists and teachers should work dosely with
parents and/or a translator to help understand gestalts.

+ Always acknowledge the gestalts even if you have no idea what they mean
{smile, head nod, repeat or say "Yeah").

» Work with the child in the language you are most comfortable speaking.
Parents should speak the language they are most comfortable speaking at
home,

+ The child may move through the Stages of Natural Language Acquisition
either simultaneously in both languages or with one more dominant
language.

Connection First:

Continue to speak in the language you feel
most comfortable speaking. This will allow for
rich conversations and connection with the
child. Forcing language interactions that you
feel less confident in may limit the variety of
language in which you model and may not
have similar constructs to what the child may
hear elsewhere, making it more difficult to
identify commanalities for mitigation,
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